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High quality and cost effective coating systems for 
exterior body panels are critical to the success of selling 
a car.  Although surface coatings comprise less than 
one percent of the total weight of a vehicle, they have a 
major effect on the initial buying decision of the 
consumer and the subsequent resale value of the 
vehicle.   
 
This new report from Information Research Limited is 
intended to provide an analysis of current trends in the 
materials and technologies used in the painting of 
automotive exterior panels. 
 
 The study is intended to be a global overview, 
although the focus of much of the content is on North 
America with some detail on Europe and Japan. 
 
The following aspects of the industry are included: 
 
• An historical perspective of automotive coating 

technology and the current status of the industry 
• An overview of the coating processes currently 

used by automotive OEMs 
• An analysis of the technological, environmental 

and economic forces that are shaping the industry 
• Market analysis of the raw material and key 

equipment suppliers 
• A complete review of comparative economics for a 

range of applied coating systems 
• Emission regulations 
 
The research for this report was carried out during the 
second half of 2000.  This included: 
 
• A thorough review of in-house information 
• In-depth telephone and personal interviews with 

materia ls and parts suppliers, end-users, design 
firms, government agencies and other pertinent 
associations and industry sources 

• An extensive search of published literature and 
databases   
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